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But the manner, which in oratory is of at least
as much consequence as the matter, was of no
importance to his narration.   It is evident that
he has not attempted to preserve it.   Through-
out his work every speech on every subject,
whatever may have been the character or the
dialect of the speaker, is in exactly the same
form.   The grave Bang of Sparta, the furious
demagog of Athens, the general encouraging
his army, the captive supplicating for his
life, all are represented as speakers in one
unvaried style, a style moreover wholly unfit
for oratorical purposes.   His mode of reason-
ing is singularly elliptical, in reality most
consecutive, yet in appearance often incoher-
ent.   His meaning, in itself sufficiently per-
plexing, is comprest into the fewest possible
words.    His great fondness for antithetical
expression has not a little conduced to this
effect.    Every one must have observed how
much more the sense is condensed in the
verses of Pope and his imitators, who never
ventured to continue the same clause from
couplet to couplet, than in those of poets who
allow themselves that license.    Every arti-
ficial division which is strongly marked, and
which frequently recurs, has the same tend-
ency.   The natural and perspicuous expres-
sion which spontaneously rises to the mind
will often refuse to accommodate itself to
such a form.   It is necessary either to expand
it into weakness, or to compress it into almost
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